REMARKS 



As now amended, claim 1 calls for choosing advertisements based on web sites visited. 

The office action suggests that Thomas teaches that one could collect the information 
about non-program guide applications. But collecting information about what non-program 
guide application a user uses does not provide any basis for suggesting collecting information, 
not about the application programs that the user uses, but, instead, the web sites are actually 
visited. It would seem that getting information about the web sites that are actually visited 
would be much more useful in determining which advertisements to play than would be 
information about what applications the user uses. Thus, if the claimed i nvention was so 
obvious, it would seem hard to understand why Thomas was collecting information about the 
applications the user was using, instead of the web sites. 

The fact that cookies are well known, even if true, does not meet the limitations of the 
claim. Cookies are not used to determine which web sites a user visited and they are not used to 
select which advertisements to play. To the extent either of these features are suggested to be 
well known, the Examiner is respectfully requested to cite a reference. Instead, the Examiner has 
only indicated that official notice was taken that, at the time of the invention, one could monitor 
a user's Internet usage, including web site user visits by a cookie. This is a bit of a twist on the 
way cookies work. The cookies are simply placed on the user's computer. They are not a way to 
monitor which web sites the user has visited. 

As explained in the Microsoft Computer Dictionary (attached), when a user returns to the 
same web site for which he received a cookie, the browser sends a copy of the cookie back to the 
server. The cookies are used to identify users, to instruct the server to send the customized 
version of the web page, and to submit account information for the user and for other 
administrative purposes. See Microsoft Press Computer Dictionary, 3 rd Edition, definition of 
cookies. Thus, there is no indication that cookies are used to monitor what web site the user 
visits. To the extent this is the intent of the official notice, the Examiner is respectfully requested 
to cite a reference since the Examiner's understanding of cookie seems contrary to that of 
Microsoft in their dictionary. 

Moreover, even if the Examiner was correct that cookies could be used to monitor usage 
of web sites, that still provides no reason to Thomas to use cookies to figure out what web sites 
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were visited to decide what ads to play. The mere use of cookies does not implicate this usage of 
cookies, nor does Thomas suggest any reason to check what web sites were visited. Instead, 
Thomas suggests looking at what applications the user uses, which certainly would be a much 
less beneficial way to target advertising. Thus, it seems hard to believe that Thomas, who must 
have been aware of cookies, would have considered it obvious to use the web sites the user 
visited to target the ads. 

Therefore, reconsideration is requested. 

On the same basis, reconsideration of the rejection of claim 11 is requested. 

With respect to claim 21, there is no suggestion in any of the prior art of looking at the 
hardware on the system and using that to select advertisements. For example, in connection with 
the rejection of claim 33, it is suggested that Thomas '964 teaches collecting information about 
the user's usage of non-program guide applications. This hardly seems to provide any rationale 
to use information about the hardware resources on the receiver to do the same thing. The 
hardware feature of the claim does not appear to even be addressed and there is no basis in 
Thomas to analyze such a thing. 

Therefore, reconsideration is requested. 
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